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University of Amsterdam

Centre for the Study of European Contract Law - Faculty of Law

Prof. Dr. M.W. Hesselink

Martijn W. Hesselink (Delft, 1968) obtained his law degrees at the University of
Amsterdam and the Université Panthéon-Assas in 1992. He received his doctor's
degree (cum laude) from the University of Utrecht in 1999. In the same year, he was
appointed Professor of private law at the University of Amsterdam.

Between 1999 and 2005 he was Director of the Amsterdam Institute for Private Law.
In 2006 his chair was converted, at his request, into European Private Law. In the
same year, he became the Director of the newly founded Centre for the Study of
European Contract Law. Prof. Hesselink has been a member of several international
research groups including the Study Group on a European Civil Code and the Social
Justice Group.

He regularly writesshort studies, reports and briefing notes on matters of contract law
and consumer law at the request of the Legal Affairs Committee of the European
Parliament. Currently, he serves as a member of the European Commission's expert
group on European contract law. He is an editor of the European Review of Contract
Law.

He taught, as a visiting professor, at Université René Descartes (2000), Università
degli studi Roma Tre (2003, 2007), Católica Global School of Law (2010, 2011),
Université Panthéon-Sorbonne (2010) and Sciences Po (2011). Since 2001, he has
been a deputy justice at the Court of Appeal in Amsterdam. He has published on a
variety of subjects in the fields of European private law and private law theory.
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EMOTA

The European eCommerce & Omni-channel Trade Association

Maurits Bruggink

Secretary General

In April 2015, Maurits Bruggink was appointed Secretary General of EMOTA, the
European Multi-channel and Online Trade Association. His main task is representing
the interests of the sector to policymakers at European level and in Member States.

Maurits has been involved in international advocacy, government affairs and trade
association management for 25 years in different positions. Maurits started as
lawyer at the European Union Office of Arthur Andersen & C°, followed by a long
spell as Managing Director at Brussels’s based lobby firm Grayling.

Maurits has great experience in managing European and international trade
associations. He has been secretary general of several trade associations, covering
sectors as diverse as spirit drinks, toys, metals, gambling and sports.

For the last five years, Maurits has been Executive Director of the European Direct
Selling Association, where he dealt with a number of similar issues as faced by the
online sector, such as consumer protection, marketing practices, digital agenda, a.o.

Maurits holds a Master in International Trade Law from the University of Leiden,
Holland. Maurits is 52 years and is fluent in English, French, German, Dutch and
Spanish.
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DECO

Portuguese Association for Consumer Protection Legal
Department

Paulo Fonseca

Head of Legal Department at DECO

Paulo Fonseca is the Head of DECO’s – Portuguese Association for Consumer
Protection Legal Department. He is also, both the consumers´ representative on the
Regulators and Enforcement Authorities consultative bodies, and on several
stakeholder’s working groups. He´s also a member of the ECCG Subgroup on
Energy and Digital Single Market and has represented DECO on several European
Institutions.

His work is linked to the Consumer Acquis, especially, Contract Law and Utilities.

He has also been working as an Expert for the European Economic and Social
Committee on several of its opinions, namely, the Committee´s opinion on the
proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on
alternative dispute resolution for consumers and the ongoing Proposal for Tangibles
Goods and Digital Content.

He graduated in Law from Lisbon´s University in 2002 and worked, as lawyer, from
2002 to 2006 in a Law Firm. He has been working on DECO since 2006.
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UEAPME

European Association of Craft, Small and Medium-Sized
Enterprises

Chiara Aprea

Advisor for Enterprise policy, Legal affairs and External Relations

Chiara Aprea works since two years as Advisor for Enterprise policy, Legal affairs
and External Relations at UEAPME, the European employer’s organisation
representing the interests of crafts, small and medium-sized enterprises at EU level.
Across the whole of Europe, UEAPME represents through its 64 member
organisations over 12 million enterprises with nearly 55 million employees.

The main dossiers she follows are the Digital Single Market and all its initiatives, in
particular the proposal on digital contracts and geo-blocking, Internal Market,
Trade, Consumer Protection, external affairs and Standardisation. Ms. Aprea
represented UEAPME in the “Commission Stakeholder Consultation Group for
consumer rules for online and digital purchases”.

Ms. Aprea holds a Master’s Degree in International Relations and Diplomatic Affairs
from the University of Bologna.


